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Prov. Chap. iii. Ver. 6. 


In all thy Ways Acknowledge Him, * 
He ſhall direct thy Paths. 
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H following Sermon 
ewas preached at Sheffield 

i Yorkſhire, on the 14th 
e of May 1693, by the late 
Archbiſhop Sharpe, and Notes thereof 
taken by a Gentleman from that Ex- 
cellent Preacher's Mouth, awhich he 
| afterwards tranſcribed, and kept 
private for his own Uſe, and that of 
his Family: But fince coming into 
Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Gentleman's 
Son, who believes it might be 7 
more general Service if publiſhed, 
he has complied with that Perſuaſion, 
and offers it to the World. 
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his Concern, that it avas _ ſo long 


PREFACE. 
be noble Plainneſs. and Simpli- 
city 2 to the Practical Diſ- 


courſes of this Great Prelate „ ſo ewi- 


 dently 75 thro this Diſco rſe, that 


it will not be queſtioned wwho the 
Author of it is; and as the Pub- 
liſher can have no View in printing 
this ſmall Piece, but to promote the 


Gbty of God, and the Service of 


Religion, he vill make uo other Apo- 
logy on this Occaſion, than to expreſs 


Private. 


T hat it may be attended with 
Succeſs to the Ediſication of Readers 
in this degenerate Age, ſo inſnared 
by Controverſies, and ſo liable to be 
ſeduced by the Licentiouſneſs of the 
Times, is all that the Publiſher has 
70 Wi / and to pray for- 


PRO V. ili. 6. 


In all thy Ways acknowledge him, 
and he ſhall direct thy Paths. 


N theſe Words you- may take 
Notice of two Things: 


1. A Duty, and that ſo 
general, .that it ſeems to be 
a Compoſition of all Duties, The 


acknowledging of God in all our 
ä 


2. The Reward of this Duty, that is, that 
if we thus acknowledge God in all 
our Ways, he will direct our Paths. 


8 


I. As for the Duty, it is ſuch a one, 
that all of us ought continually to be put in 
Mind of: Becauſe we are, alas! but too- too 
apt to forget it. So far generally are we 
from acknowledging God in all our Ways, 
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2 Of. Acknowldging God 


that if we but conſider the Actions of 
Men, one would think that the Generality 
of us bardly believed there was ſuch a' 
Being as God in the World; or how 
ſeldom think we of him? How little 
Truſt do we repoſe in him? How for- 
mally and coldly, nay often for mere 
Faſhion-Sake, do we pray, unto him? 
We cnjoy the good Things he ſends us, 
but take little Notice of the bountiful 
Author of them: We are uneaſy under 
all Croſſes that befal ns, and but little ſen- 
ſible of the Hand of God upon us. And 
we go on with our Contrivances, with 
ſo little Reflexion upon him, as if we 
thought he had no Hand in the Diſpen- 


ſation, nor interpoſed in the Management, 
of theſc Things. 


Indeed the Generality of Men profeſs 
to believe, that there is a Firſt Wiſe,  Infi- 
nite, Omniporent Cauſe of all Things, and 
over all; But yet becauſe they cannot con- 
ceive of ſundry Things, as, How the 
World was made, ec. this outward Pro- 
feſſion is far from influencing their Actions; 
ſo that of the moſt it may be ſaid truly 
enough, that they live like thoſe that are 
without God in the World; and tho' in 


Words they do confefs him, yet in Works 
they do deny him. 
O0. 


in all our Mays. 3 


00%. But you will ask, Is it always 
needful to think on God? Or ſhould a 
Man in all his Actions have God in his 
Mind ? Is it not enòugh to recommend a 
Man to God's Favour, that he acknow- 
ledges his Being, and owns his Providence 
in the World, and is free from thoſe 
groſs Immoralities that ate in it? Is it not 
enough that he chuſes lawful Ends, by 
lawful Means; that he be juſt in his Deal» 
ings, and not guilty of ſuch and ſuch ſcan- 
dalous Crimes, to procure him Acceptance 
with God? And is it not enough that 
there be Tempcrance in our Enjoyments, 
and Juſtice in our Dealings ? Is not this 
ſufficient to recommend us to the Divine 
Favour ? 


Anſ. 1 do not affirm, that in every 
particular Action that, a Man 1 iS 
neceſſary that he have God in his Thonghts, 
it being ſufficient that he have ſuch an 
habitual Senſe of God upon his Mind, in 
all his Actions, as to acknowledge Him 
therein; or ſuch a Senſe of God upon 
his Spirit, as to influence all his Actions: 
Yet, I ſay, there is more required than 
bare Morality; and, I believe, few will 
venture to diſpute, that if it be neceſſary 
that we acknowledge God in all our Ways, 

eee then 
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4 Of Acknowlaging God 


then ſuch a thing as bare Morality will 
not ſerve a Man's Turn. 


For, I pray, what is that we call Holi- 
nels, or Religion, but the Framing of our 
Lives in this World, ſo as to promote the 
Glory of God, and the Honour of his 
Name, and to ſhew ſtrict Obedience to 
his Laws? No Action can be called Holy 
or Religious, any further than it hath Re- 
lation to Him: Juſtice, Temperance, 
Chaſtity, Oc. All are no further Expreſ- 
ſions of Religion, than as done either for 
God's Sake, or in Obedience to his Laws, 


or ſome Way or other in regard to his 
Honour and Glory. 


; SO that to live an Holy Life, (without 
which no Man can go to Heaven) implics 
that we ſhould in our whole Converſation 
have a Regard unto God. — Not only 
conſider ourſelves or Neighbours as Ob- 
jets of our Actions, but God in the 
firſt Place, he being the Author and 


Helper of the Community we are Mem- 
bers of. 


And we ſhould fo conſider God, as that 
the Fear of him may influence the whole 
Courſe of our Lives: This is that which 
we call Religion. But it will be fit, be- 

2 fore 


in all our Mays. 5 
fore I paſs on to the Benefits that a Man 
receiveth by thus acknowledging of God 
in all his Ways, to deſcend to the parti- 
cular Expreſſions of this Great Duty; and 
that 1 give you the Picture of a truly Re- 
ligious Man, ſuch as we all pretend to be, 
or at the leaſt ſome of us, and which every 
one ought to be; to draw ſome of the 
moſt conſiderable Stroaks which go to the 
making up of a devout Perſon, that is, 


ſuch a one as truly acknowledgeth God in 
all bis Ways. ö | 


iſt, For a Man to acknowledoe God in 
all his Ways, implies, that he has a lively 
Senſe of God upon his Heart, as tho' in 
all the conſiderable Actions of his Life 
God was preſent with him: This is the 
firſt Step, He does not put God far from 
him, but believes him to be intimately 
preſent with him, about his Bed and his 
Paths, and underſtands all his Thoughts, 
and is acquainted with all his Ways, that 
he knows what he does and ſays, and that 
there is no flying trom his Spirit, he being 
every where; ſo that, in the Words of 
the Plalmiſt, If be aſcend unto 2 he 
is there; if he go down into Hell he is 
there; if he take the Wings of the Morn- 
ing, and go into the uttermoſt Parts of 
the Sea or Earth, even there ſhall bis 

= 9 Hand 
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6 Of Acknowledging God 
Hand lead him, and his Right-Hand find 
him out, Pal. 139. 7, 8, 9, 10. He is 
perſuaded in his Heart, that God fills all 
the World, and that all Things are naked 
and open to his Eyes. 


Nor docs he act as if this was a bare 
ſpeculative ineffectual Notion that he hath 
taken up: He applies it ſo warfnly to his 
Heart, that he is deeply affected with it. 


He hath a conſtant habitual Regard to God, 


even as if he ſaw him with his Eyes, and 
could familiarly talk with him : And this 
is that which David calleth a ſetting of 
God before his Face. 


2. He that acknowledgeth God in all 
his Ways, does not only look upon him 
as always preſene with him, but he owns 


God in all the Relations wherein he ſtands 


to Mankind. 


He owns him as Creator of all Things, 
both in Heaven and Earth, and as the Fa- 
ther of himſelf, and of all reaſonable Be. 
ings. He owns him to be the Sovereign 
Diſpoſer of all Events that happen, even 
the moſt minute and inconſiderable, and 
as the Great King and Governor both of 
the Natural and Political World. Lea, 
and he believes that the very Hairs = wn 
ca 


in all our Mays. 7 


Head are all number d by him. He owns. 
him to be the Founder, Protector, and 
Guardian of Families, Towns, Cities, and 
Kingdoms; all which are proſperous or 
miſerable, as he beftows or withdraws his 
Kindneſs from them : And that it is by 
him that Princes reign, and Magiſtrates 
do decree Fuſtice : And except the Lord do 
build the Houſe, or Family, they labour 
in vain that build it: And except he keep 
the City, the Watchman waketh but in 
Vain. He owns God to be the Author 
of that particular Station, in which he and 
all other Men are diſpoſed in this World : 
And he believes the Poſt committed to 
every Man (be it great or ſmall) is from 
God; and does not doubt the Fitneſs of 
it, if he has the all · ſufficient Grace of God 
to make it contributary to the Divine 
Glory. He owns him to be the good and 
righteous Lawgiver to Mankind; and is 
ſo far from thinking that he comes to live 
in this World as he pleaſeth, that from 
his Heart he believeth that there is an 
Obligation on all rational Creatures, to 
live according to the Rules of Reaſon 
and Religion, which are implanted in 
Men by Nature, and taught them by Re- 
velation, 


He 
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He owns him to be the Sovereign Judge 
of all, both Angels and Men; and doth 
as firmly believe, that God is pleaſed with 
thoſe People that love and ſerve him, and 
will bleſs and protect them in this Life, 
and reward them in that which is to 
come; as, on the contrary, that he will 
ſeverely puniſh all thoſe that do other- 
wiſe, and diſobey his Commands. 
I ſay, he believes theſe Things as firmly as 
he believes he came not into the World 
by Chance. 


Laſtly, He owns God as an everlaſting 
Fountain of Good, to which he owes all 
the Happinef$ which he either enjoys, or 
can enjoy, for the Advantage of his Life 
or Relations, or uſctul Friends and Ac- 
quaintance, for the Knowledge of the 
True Religion, and for the Means of 
Grace, and Hopes of a Blefled Immorta- 
lity. From him he owns to have 
received all the good Things confer- 
red upon him, whether Food or Rayment, 
Health or Liberty, the Bleſſings of his Fa- 
mily, the Love of his Neighbours, and 
the Security of his Perſon from Violence 
and ſad Accidents. 


In 


in all our Ways. 9 


In a Word, he looks upon God as the 
Author of all the Good that he hath, that 
he doth, or that he hopeth for. The 
many Bieſſings which he can think of, 
and the innumerable ones he is every 
Hour loaded with, which either by the 
Multitude or Commonneſs of them, can- 
not particularly be taken Notice of, yet 
he owns God the Author of them all; 
And ſince the Perſon we are ſpeaking of 
hath ſuch a Senfe upon him, we cannot 
imagine but he hath Affections ſuitable to 
his Senſe; and theſe Apprehenſions, and 
that he frames his Life and Converſation 
accordingly : And therefore; 


3. We may be ſure for a Man to ac- 
knowledge God in all his Ways, ' doth 
ſuppoſe that he ſets himſelf in all his 
Ways to pleaſe him, and to do nothing 
bet may difplcaſe him, and doth hate 
and fear nothing ſo much as to do that 
which may ſet him at a Diſtance from God, 
and makes it his conſtant Study to walk 
in ſuch a Way as may beſt pleaſe him. 


Queſ. But you wilt ſay, How muſt this 
be done? 
C 6 


10 Of Acknowledging God 


Anſ. 1 anſwer, in the Words of the 
Pſalmiſt, By having an Eye to all God's 
Laws, and caſting none of them behind 
his Back; by Keeping himſelf pure from 
all Iniquity; or by eſchewing Evil, and 
doing Good, and keeping all God's Com- 
mandments : Not that any Man doth fo 
keep them, but that in many Inſtances of 
his Life he ſins againſt God, for in many 
Things we offend all: But it is for a 
Man ſincerely to frame his Actions to a 
Conformity hercunto, never wilfully or 
knowingly to ſwerve from the Word of 
God to ſerve any worldly or ſenſual End 
whatſoever : And he that thus ſets him- 
ſelf to pleaſe God, and to obſerve his Com- 
mandments, may be ſaid properly to keep 
them, notwithſtanding the Weaknels of 
his Frame in many Things ; and he may 
be called a Religious Man, notwithſtand- 
ing all thoſe Frailties that he is attended 


with ; and this is meant by being blameleſs 
e God. 


He therefore that acknowledgcth God 
in all his Ways, doth intircly devote him- 
{elf to. Gad's Service; and maketh Choice 


of his Will to be the ſole Rule and Guide 
of all his Actions. 


—_ 


He 


- 


] In all our Ways. 107 


He doth deliberately and fixedly make l 
Choice of God's Ways, and doth not ac. 
count Religion a Work by the by, or make 
it his Deſign to ſerve his Worldly Ends, 
| and then to ſerve God as he thinks he 
hath Occaſion. 


But to ſerve God is the fir? and prin- 
cipal Work of his Heart, and the main Bu- 
ſineſs of his Life.——The firſt Thing that 
he hath to do, is, to recommend himſelf to 
God, and to ſeek his Righteouſneſs, and 
then to model all.his other Works and De- 
hgns with Subſerviency thereunto: When 
he is upon any Buſineſs, the firſt thing he 
asks is, Whether this is innocent and law- 
ful > Doth this conſiſt with the Obedience 
I owe to God? If not, no Conſideration, 
cither of Adyantage or Pleaſure, will tempt 
him to adventure upon it. 


4. For a Man to acknowledge God in 
all bis Ways, implies not only that he 
ſhould be careful to do God's Will, but 
that he ſhould alſo ſubmit to it in all 
Things ; and therefore he is not caſt down 
with every Accident, nor very ſollicitous 
about his future Condition here; but look- _ 
ing upon God as the great, good, and wiſe 
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12 Of Acknoavltdging God 
Diſpoſer and Manager of all his Affairs, 
and of all Events, endeavours in all Con- 
ditions chearfully to reſign up himſelf unto 
him, and to refer himſelf and all his 
Concernments unto his Counſel, and to 
take evenly and patiently all that comes 
to him.— If he meets with Troubles and 
Afflictions, he does not ſay with the pro- 
fane Man in Fob, That Troubles come out 
of the Ground, or that Aſflictions riſe out 
that is to ſay, from natural 
Cauſes: but acknowledgeth the Hand of 
God in them, and ſays, It is the Lord, and 
Holdeth his Peace, becauſe he hath done 
it: Vea, he ſus fill, and openeth not 
his Mouth, becauſe God did it. He hath 
his worldly Enjoy ments, but his Heart is 
not ſet upon them, but he can willingly 
part with them, when God calls for them, 
without murmuring or repining. 


Theſe, I muſt confeſs, are great Attain- 
ments, and I dare not ſay that all, even 
good Chriſtians, do attain unto theſe 
Things, but the truly good and pious 
Chriſtian will be preſſing towards them; 
and the nearer he approaches to this ex- 
cellent Frame, the more acceptable he is 
with God: And I am ſure that every good 
Man will eadeayour as much as he can 
„ & to 


in all our Mays. 13 
to bring himſelf to that Temper, and to 
ſhew ſuch a Reſignation to the Divine 
Will, as may mortify all his inordinate 
Deſires to the Things of this World, and 
make him willing to ſubmit, that God 
ſhould, in all the Buſineſs of his Life, 
chooſe for him. This, I fay, I am ſure 
every pious Chriſtian will endeavour to do: 
for we do not know what is good or had 
for us, but God doth ; and whatſoever his 
Diſpenſations be towards us, they will be 


for the beſt, ſo long as we love and ſerve 
him. 


5. To acknowledge God in all! our 
Ways, ſuppoſeth an hearty Senſe of all 
his Benefits, and a conſtant Expreſſion of 
our Thankfulneſs to him for the ſame : 
When a Man owns him to be the Author 
of all the Mercies he enjoys, his Heart is 
fo affected with the Confideration of God's 
Kindneſs and Love, that he is naturally 
bent to pour out his Soul in Praifes to God 
for them all, and he is ſo taken with the 
undeſerved Kindneſs of God to him, that 
he thinks he hath Reaſon always to give 
Thanks unto God. 


If he do any good Action, to God ſhall 
be the Praiſe; If he from any Friend or 
He Neighbour 
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14 Of Acknowledging God 
Neighbour receive any Kindneſs, he is 
much obliged to them, but much more to 
God, who obligeth them to oblige him, 


In a Word, a good Man will find ſuf— 
ficient Reaſons and Motives to be always 
praiſing God ; for ſuch a one is ſure that 
he hath received a World of Good from 
him already, and he confeſſeth that all the 


good Things he hath received come from 


God, and he expects more from him, and 
that God hath made him for this End to 
do good to him, and to do good to others 
by him. God is infinitely happy in him- 
ſelf, and his Glory can receive no Addi. 
tion by any Thing that we or all the Men 
in the World can do or think of him, and 


therefore, ſuxely, God did not make his 


Creatures as if he needed them, but he 
made them on Purpoſe to be kind unto 
them, and to do them Good, and they 
are the Objects of his Love and Favour, 
ſo long as they fear him ; and therefore it 
is the leaſt that a good Man can do, to offer 
the Sacrifice of Praiſe continually, and to 
magnify the great God for his Goodneſs ; 
70 rejoice always, and again to rejoice in 


him. 


He 


; | 
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He that acknowledgeth God in all his 
Ways, will be very frequent and conſtant 
in devout Prayers and Requeſts unto him: 
And this is the great Inſtrument for the 
Performance of all the forcgoing Inſtances, 
and by which Mercy is procured to us, 
Truely, to live without Praying is to live 
without God, and no Man can be ſaid 
to acknowledge God in all his Ways, that 
docs not ſo depend apon him, as to ſcek 
unto him by frequent and conſtant Prayer, 
And the greater Senſe any Man hath of 
God in his Mind, the more diligently, 
frequently, and contantly will he pray 
unto him, 


[Un all difficult Caſes he will beg God's 
Advice, and when in Danger he will cry 
for Support; in all Points wherein he 


dcubteth he will implore God's Direction; 


when he is in Danger he will fly to him for 
Protection; whenever he is tempted he 
will certainly call upon him for Succour : 
Nor will he think any Buſineſs like to 
proſper ſo well, upon which he hath not 
firſt invoked a Bleſſing from God; nor 
look upon any Enjoyment as pure and 
clean, that is not ſanctified by Prayer. 


t 7 
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To conclude : It will be almoſt as na- 
tural for ſuch a Man to pray as to breathe ; 
He will pray always, and not faint ; or, 
in St. Paul's Words, Pray contmually, 
without ceaſing. = 


| e will every where, and in all Places, 
lift up Floh Hande, and watch umo 
Prayer with all Perſeverance. 


And thus I have given you ſome De- 

{criptions of a Perſon that is truely Re- 
ligious. 
I do not ſay that a Man doth not ac- 
knowledge God in all his Ways, that doth 
not preciſely do all theſe Things: But this 
1 ſay, that it is every Man's Duty to labour 
and endea vont ſincerely to come up to 
all theſe. F 


II. And now I proceed to the Benefits 
and Advantages that a Man ſhall 
receive by acknowledging God in 
all his Ways, and that is, The Di- 
rectian of bis Paths. 


Now to have God to direct our Paths 
is a great and invaluable Bleſſing 3 for 
ag 


in alll our Ways. 1 


as wiſe and ſagacious as we can be to ſpy 
out Dangers, and as cunning, prudent and 
induſtrious as the beſt of us can be to pre- 
vent them, yet we are no way able to 
guide or govern our Affairs of ourſelves, 
but we ſhall certainly befool ourſelves, if 
the beſt of us were left to ourſelves ; the 
Prophet Jeremy taith, It is not in Man 
that walketh to direct his, Steps ; He 

would be at every Turn bewilderd and 
loſt, did not Almighty God ſteer and 
guide them; ſo ſhort-fighted are ve! 


Happy then is the Man that hath God 
to direct and guide him in his Paths; and 
miſerable above all other Men is he that 
is left to himſelf. 5 


Queſ. But what Direction is it that is 
here intended and meant: ; 


Anſ. It is that Spiritual Direction and 
Guidance which frail Mankind ſtands moſt 
in Need of to direct them in the Con- 
duct of their Lives, and the Management 
of their moſt arduous Affairs, ſo as to de- 
rive upon themſelves a Bleſling on all their 
lawful Endeavours, whether they relate to 
their Souls or Bodies, to their Eftates or 
Buſineſs, or Families, or Relations, The 

| D Man 
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Man that is ſo happy to perform the Duty 
before laid down, is undoubtedly under 
the particular Care of Heaven, and nothing 
ſhall be wanting unto him, either reſpecting 
his outward Buſinefs, or Spiritual Circum- 
ſtances ; in all that he puts bis Hand unto, 
God will be with him and ſtrengthen him, 
he calls upon the Lord in the Day of 
Trouble, and he heareth him. Though 
Croſſes and Afflictions may befal ſuch a 
Man, while he is ſtruggling thro' this Vale 
of Tears, yet will they be but momentary, 
and produQive of far greater Bleſſings on 
his Conſtancy and Submiſſion to the Di- 
vine Will; For all Things ſhall work to- 
gether for Good unto bim; He is bleſſed 
in his going out, he is bleſſed in bis coming 
in; bleſſed in his Family, in his Basket, 
and in his Store, and in his Relations; he 
hath the Lord to direct him, and if fo, he 
will be ſure to guide his Affairs, and to 
bleſs him: Th he fall, he is not quite 
caſt down ; all Things ſhall work together 
for his Good. 


The Lord ordereth every good Man's 
going ont, and ſo long as the Law of God 
1s in his Heart, none of his Steps ſhall 
ide; For the Angels of God pitch their 
"Tents about that Man, and they have 
* Charge 
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Charge over him, to keep him m all his 
Paths, that he miſcarry not All this is 
the Language of Holy Scripture concerning 
the Protection and Direction which every 

good Man may expect. 


So that it would be endleſs to give you 
a particular Account of every Circum- 
ſtance wherein God will direct a good 
Man's Paths, © - 


But among the Multitude of Inſtances 
that might be given, it will not be amils 
that I inſtance in one or two Things, 
whereunto the Text ſeems to have a more 
immediate Reſpect, and which none but 
thoſe that acknowledge God in all theit 
Ways can promiſe to themſelves. 


I. Thoſe that do acknowledge God in 
all their Ways, God will direct their Un- 
derſtandings, ſo as that they ſhall be able 
always to chuſe that which is Good, and 
he will ſo direct their Circumſtances, that 
they ſhall be able to purſue that God 
which they have choſen. 


Firſt of all, he that acknowledges God 
in all his Ways, ſhall be fo directed by 
| D 2 him, 
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20 Of Acknowledging God 
him, as that he ſhall be able to diſcern 
and judge between Good and Evil. 


His Underſtanding and judgment ſhall 
never be to far darken'd and miſled, but he 
ſhall chuſe the right Way that leads to 
Eternal Life and Happineſs, and avoid thoſe 
Ways that lead to Deſtruction, 


I do not ſay, that he hath any Ground 
from God's Word to expect that he ſhall 
not fall into any Error or Miſtake in Re- 
ligion ; No, that was never promiſed to 
Man, nor to any Society of Men, nor 
given to any except to the Holy Apoſtles 
of our Lord, who, indeed, had the Aſſiſ. 
tance of the Holy Ghoſt promiſed them, 
and the Spirit given them to guide them 
into all Truth. But no Man ſince their 
Time can pretend to any ſuch Kind of 
Inſpirations ; for if they do, they cannot 
upon right Grounds make them good; 
but every religious Man may be thus 
far aſſured, that God will ſo direct his 
Way to his Everlaſting Happineſs, that 
he will never ſuffer him to fall into ſuch 
dangerous Miſtakes in his Judgment, as 
ſhall endanger his Salvation; but will 
always ſo inlighten his Underſtanding, as 
that he ſhall ſee into all neceſſary Truths, 


in all our Ways. 21 
and be enabled to purſue his Duty throꝰ the 
various and intricate Mazes of this uncer- 
tain State; For the Secret of the Lord is 
with him, (ith David) and he will ſhew 
him his Covenant, Pal. xxv. 14. They 
that are meek (ſays he) will he guide in 
Judgment, and ſuth as are gentle, to them 
will he teach bis Way. 


And when our Saviour did deliver his 
Goſpel, he declared that all that feared 
him, and did his Will, ſhould know his 
Doctrine, and be brought to the Under- 
ſtanding of him. 


And if our Lord took ſuch Care, that 
Men that were not Chriſtians ſhould be 
brought over to him, we have little Rea- 
ſon to doubt but that thoſe that are al- 
ready his Diſciples, ſhall be always ſo di- 
rected by his Holy Spirit, as to be ſecured 
from all dangerous Errors. 


And this is a great Privilege, when we 
conſider what Cheats and Impoſtures are 
put upon Mankind, under the Pretence of 
Religion, and how often the Devil tranſ- 
forms himſelf into an Angel of Light. 


Who 


can ſuggeſt to us. 
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- Who would not, therefore, in this Caſe 
be very glad to have the Aſſiſtance and 
Direction of God, to enable him to diſ- 
tinguiſh Good from Evil ? which is a Be- 
nefit only ſecured to thoſe that acknow- 
ledge God in all their ren 


Others are . and not like to re- 
tain God in their Knowledge, and God 
giveth them up to a reprobate Senſe, or 
to a Mind yoid of Judgment ; whence it 


comes to pals that * call Good evil, 
and Evil good. 


The Sum is, that ſo long and no longer 


than God diredts our Paths, are we ſecure 


from all falſe Perſuaſions that may en- 
danger our Souls; for without his Di- 
rection we arc ready to receive any thing, 
nay oftentimes to believe we are going the 
right Way, and doing God Service, when 
we arc breaking his Laws and Command- 
ments, and are prepared to eſpouſe the 
moſt monſtrous Principles that our Luſts 


* 


2. As God doth direſt che Underſtand- 
ing of all good Men to the Choice of all 
necellary Truths; fo * does he direct 


for 


1 


— 
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for them ſuch Circumſtances, that it ſhall 
be in their Power always to practiſe the 
Things they chuſe, and they fhall be al- 
ways in a Condition of ſecuring their own 
Salvation: They ſhall never be expoſed 
to ſuch dangerous Snares as other Men, 
but he will ſo guide them as that they 
ſhall perſevere in the Truth they have 
choſen ; and this is another Privilege which 


he that acknowledgeth God in all his Ways 
ſhall have. 


One Petition that Chriſt hath taught us 
in our daily Prayers to make, is, That he 
Would not lead us into Temptation; not 
that we are to expect to be free from all 
Temptations in the whole Courſe of our 
Lives: no, that is impoſlible : There is 
no Condition of Life fo ſafe and innocent, 
but Temptations will be aſſaulting us; but 
yet they do not more eaſily come to a 
good Man than they are repulicd by him. 


But we arc led into Temptations that 
may affect us moſt, when we fall into 
ſuch a Condition, or are drawn into ſuch 
Circumſtances as that it will be hard to 
withdraw ourſelves without Loſs of Inno- 
cence, or Danger of our Souls. 


And 
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_- 


And theſe are the Temptations we are 
moſt concerned to pray againſt ; and as 
to them God doth hear every good Man's 
Prayer, and doth ſo direct his Paths, as 
that he ſhall never run againſt ſuch Rocks 
as ſhall hazard the Shipwreck of his Con- 
ſcience ; but he will either preſerve him 
from ſuch Dangers, or furniſh him with 
ſuch Strength as ſhall enable him to pre- 
vail againſt them: For he hath promiſed 
that he ſhall ever be tempted above what 
he is able, 1 Cor. x. 13. There hath no 
Temptation taken you, but what is common 
to Men: But God is faithful, who will 
not ſuffer you to be tempted above that 
you are able; but will, with the Temp- 
zation, alſo make a Way to eſcape, that 
ou may be abl: to bear it. 


Now it 1s otherwiſe with thoſe that do 
not acknowledge God ; they cannot pro- 
miſe themſelves any Security of their Sal- 
vation: They cannot be ſure that any 
Step they tread ſhall be ſafe, their very 
Tables are oftentimes made a Snare unto 
them ; they know not what is Good or 
Bad ; they are ſo hurried on by different 
Paſſions, that they vecr about with every 
contrary Wind of Doctrine, and venture 


un 


in all or Ways: . 


upon ſuch Actions as are often the Ocea 
ſions of the greateſt Miſchief to them that 


could have poſſibly befallen them. 


What the Apoſtle faid of Covetpuſnels, 


is true of all Men that live without the 
Senſe of Religion; verily the) cannot 
avoid the many Temptations and Snares, 
and the many fooliſh and hurtful Luſts, 
which at laſt will drown them in Per- 
dition. : 


Theſc Things conſider'd, I hope every 
Man will think it his Intereſt to own God 
and his Religion in the World, and to 
frame his Life and Ways ſuitably there» 

unto. 


I dare aſſure you all, that let us but , 


ſerve God with all our Hearts, and make 
it the Buſineſs of our Lives to worſhip 
him, and acknowledge him in all our Ways, 
and in all our Concernments and Conyer- 
ſations, and we ſhall be ſo happy, even in 
this tranſitory World, that our Lives ſhall 
be a Type of the Bleſſedneſs of that whick 
is to come. 


In fine, we ſhall then want for nothing 
that is needful for us, and ſhall have all 
E ; the 
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{Gotnforr that ee e 
thtc all the Troubles and Temptations of >. 
this mortal Life, andsthall at laſt artive at 
thoſe happy Manſions, Where -our Bleſſed - 
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Infinite Mercy, in bis own. gb 
Time, bring us all; thro aches all- 
ſufficient Merits of the Jame' Feſus 
C, Amen. 225 
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